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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PALAZZO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 28, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN M. 
PALAZZO to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, THE SPEAKER 
OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to the Speaker of the 
House, JOHN BOEHNER. 

Speaker BOEHNER and I, as some 
would note, do not always agree. We 
have been on opposite sides of this 
floor and on opposite sides of debate 
many times. However, that is behind us 
for JOHN BOEHNER. 

In all of the years I have served with 
him, Speaker BOEHNER has shown me 

the same kindness, grace, and friend-
ship that he has shown so many of his 
House colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. 

JOHN BOEHNER is a gentleman in the 
truest sense of the word and is a leader 
who, even in the act of stepping back 
from his position in the leadership, has 
always put the best interests of our 
country first. 

When it came time to make difficult 
decisions, even in the face of strong op-
position from some in his own party, 
Speaker BOEHNER was willing to work 
across the aisle to make sure that this 
House was achieving its most funda-
mental responsibilities to those we had 
the honor of serving. 

We did not have a catastrophic de-
fault on our debt—at least twice—in 
large part because of JOHN BOEHNER’s 
determination not to let it happen. 
Millions of children benefitted from 
the forms of No Child Left Behind be-
cause JOHN BOEHNER, the chairman of 
the committee, put children’s interests 
first and worked in partnership with 
the late Senator Ted Kennedy and Con-
gressman George Miller. 

That was in the best traditions of a 
President Bush-sponsored piece of leg-
islation—a Republican chairman, a 
Democratic chairman, and a ranking 
Democrat working together on behalf 
of our country’s interest. 

JOHN BOEHNER worked to keep his 
Conference and this House marching 
forward down a productive path. His-
tory will be the judge of his success as 
the leader of his party, but all of us 
who have had the honor of serving with 
him will judge him as we know him—a 
considerate and thoughtful individual, 
who is a patriot and who cares deeply 
about this House and the Nation it 
serves. 

I want to thank him, as I would hope 
all of our Members would and, frankly, 
those Members who served with him, 
but who are not in this House now, for 
his service and for his friendship. 

I want to wish him well and wish him 
luck out there on the golf course, 
where I am sure he will be spending a 
lot more time—I am going to be envi-
ous of that—in addition to the time 
that he will spend with his family and 
in continuing to serve his community, 
his State, and his Nation. 

JOHN BOEHNER served his country and 
this House of Representatives with fi-
delity and responsibility, and we 
should all thank him for that. 

We wish the Speaker and his wife, 
Debbie, well as they embark on a new 
phase of their lives. He has served his 
country well. I am confident that he 
will continue to do so. 

f 

DEBT CEILING BILL FINANCIALLY 
IRRESPONSIBLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, Benjamin Franklin advised: ‘‘When 
you run in debt, you give to another 
power over your liberty.’’ 

Washington is in the middle of an 
epic battle between elected officials 
who, on the one hand, are financially 
responsible, have the understanding 
and backbone needed to prevent an 
American bankruptcy, heed the wis-
dom of Founding Father Benjamin 
Franklin, and fight out-of-control debt 
that threatens our liberty, and you 
have those elected officials who, on the 
other hand, are financially irrespon-
sible and are too weak to resist spend-
ing money America does not have, has 
to borrow to get, and can’t afford to 
pay back. 

This week Congress faces yet another 
last-second debt deal, negotiated in se-
cret, sprung at the last moment, that 
fails the American people by not fixing 
the cause of the debt ceiling problem: 
out of control deficits. 

Earlier this year America’s Comp-
troller General and the nonpartisan 
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